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John Heathcote - John Heathcote invented the Bobbinet lace making machine that replicated the hand made lace net, revolutionising the industry. 
After developing the machine in both Kegworth and Nottingham, Heathcote moved to Loughborough and with John Boden set up a lace-making 
factory containing 55 of his new lace making machines nicknamed “Old Loughboroughs”. In 1816, a group of machine-wreckers known as 
Luddites [see page 23], probably paid by the Nottingham lace masters, attacked Heathcoate and Boden’s Loughborough factory in Mill street, which 
is now known as Market Street.

May sees the launch of the ‘Big Knitting Groups’  latest project  ‘Every Pocket Tells A Story’. We 
invite you to send us a pocket. This pocket will be no larger than A6 ( A quarter of A4)  and made 
out of textiles of some form. We encourage you to knit a pocket from recycled materials, wool, strips 
of fabric, plastic bags, string. Recycle unwanted clothes and fabrics, using existing pockets from 
jeans, for example, to create something new.

We would like you to include a short piece of writing inside your pocket. A story!

Charnwood Arts Big Knitting Group Presents....  

Every Pocket Tells A Story

This could be the story of the 
pocket, what it is made of, how it 
came into being, what it is used for.

A short story.

A conversation that you overheard 
on the bus.

The Victoria and Albert Museum 
in London have a fabulous section 
on their web-site  dedicated to 
pockets: www.vam.ac.uk. Click on 
collections, fashion jewellery and 
accessories, then type in ‘pockets’ 
in the search box. 
Share your pocket. All of the 
pockets sent in for the exhibition 
will be photographed and uploaded 
to the V&A web-site. 
Wearing your pocket. See how 
traditionally pockets were worn and 
what they contained. How do we 
wear pockets today and what do 
we put in them?
Make you own pocket. Get some 
ideas about how to design your 
own pocket.

Some expressions using the word ‘pocket’ are:

•	 In pocket : having money available, to have made a 
profit after a transaction

•	 Out of pocket :  out of money, to have lost money 
in a transaction

•	 To pocket : to take secretly
•	 To be in someone's pocket : to be under 

someone’s control
•	 To burn a hole in your pocket : something, usually 

money, that you are anxious to use or spend
•	 Pocket (as an adjective): Small enough to be 

carried in a pocket
•	 Pocketbook: a diary or annual with a calendar and 

other useful information; also a wallet for money or 
letters

•	 Pocket book : a book small enough to carry in a 
pocket

•	 Pocket cutter: a thief who steals by slashing 
pockets

•	 Pocket expenses : small personal outlays
•	 Pocketful: as much of anything as can be carried 

in a pocket, a popular term for book titles, as in 
A Pocketful of Puzzles, A Pocketful of Dreams, 
A Pocketful of Games, A Pocketful of Poems, A 
Pocketful of Ribaldry, A Pocketful of Rhyme, etc.

•	 Pocket money : allowance given to children by their 
parents

•	 Pocket-piece: a coin carried in the pocket as a 
lucky charm, often one out of circulation or damaged

All of the ‘pockets’ will be 
displayed with their ‘stories’ 
in early 2010 at Charnwood 
Museum in Loughborough. 
We will be advertising 
this project nationally and 
working with local school 
groups.

Please send your 
pockets to Charnwood 
Arts, 31 Granby Street, 
Loughborough, Leics. 
LE11 3DU. The deadline 
for entries is December 
31st 2009. Please include 
the following so that 
we can label your entry 
appropriately at the 
exhibition.

- Your Pocket and story.

- Your name and age, 
where you come from and 
your e-mail address.

To raise money for the 
‘Big Knitting Groups’ next 
project we would like to 
sell the pockets during 
the show. They will all be 
priced the same. 

If you wish your pocket to 
be returned after the show 
please include a stamped 
addressed envelope with 
your pocket.

Brothers Denys and Hugh, who had earlier built Queniborough Church, were employed by the Lord of the Manor of Beeby, to build a similar spire 
at Beeby Church. They took on the job, but began to argue over it regarding the ambition and cost. When the money ran out one brother went up 
the tower to tell the other brother. In the ensuing violent quarrel, one pushed the other to his death off the tower. The remaining brother, 
overcome with remorse, jumped from the tower and the unfinished spire was left as a memorial to them both. At least that’s one tale.............




